
 

North Town Pond Tour 

Saturday August 1st 

For more information contact      

Christine Willolaski at                          

wilkolaski@roadrunner.com 

TFCEC Annual Picnic 

Sunday August 2nd 

Sprague Brook Park 

9674 Foote Rd, Glenwood, NY 

14069 

NO REGULAR MEETING   

Niagara Frontier Koi and Pond 

Club - Northtowns Pond Tour 

Saturday August 1st 

10 AM in North Tonawanda.  6 pond 

stops and one vendor stop that will 

end in Bowmansville.  There will be 

a catered picnic at the last stop.  An 

approximate cost of $10 per person 

is asked to stay for the picnic.  The 

tour is free.  Make your reservations 

by contacting Chris Wilkolaski at 

662-9429 or through the Koi website 

at www.nfkpc.org   

TFCEC Monthly Meeting 

Tuesday September 15th 

The Chicken Coop, VFW Post 8113, 

299 Leydecker Road, West Seneca 

NY.  Meeting starts at 7:00 PM.  

Mini Auction, Raffles, Program by 

Jeremy Basch on Catfish; Bowl 

Show: Catfish, Loaches and Any 

other Variety 

 We (Kim and I) have recently decided to enter the world of salt water aquariums, and after 
purchasing a tank, we decided to try and build as much of the setup as we could ourselves.  Most of 
the information that will follow in this article, as well as the following few months, can apply to 
both salt and freshwater setups.  The first step was to build a stand.   We purchased a 125 gallon 
aquarium so the tank stand had to be 6 feet in length, and we wanted to use a sump system.  The 
hardest part (from what we understand) is to remove the sump tank for maintenance or failure in 
some part of the sump.  We determined that we wanted to have an open bottom but this posed a 
multitude of problems. 
 When talking about a span of 6 feet a 2x4 by definition would not be strong enough to 
hold up the weight of a 125 gallon aquarium when full, without eventually succumbing to stress and 
bowing.  Our goal was to build a stand that would last for as long as we had the tank not one that 
could potentially fail within the years to come.  After much research and discussions around the fish 
community as well as construction experts we settled with two options. 
 Option 1 was to use a 2x6 for the top construction that would be the support for the tank.  
With this option, we would be able to use one board, and leaving the most space internal to the 
stand for the sump, but still giving us adequate strength to support the tank. 
 Option 2 was to use two 2x4’s laminated together.  Laminated, for those unfamiliar with 
the term, refers to two boards fastened together with a strong bonding agent and sometimes metal 
fasteners screwed or nailed through the board.  This causes the 2x4s to actually be stronger than a 
4x4 because of how the shearing forces across grain patterns work. 
 Although the strength of the lamination would have surpassed the 2x6 the upright posts 
would have to be much larger to support the 
side pieces of the stand as well as the       
laminated 2x4s.  After much deliberation we 
settled on the 2x6 option.  Now that we 
made that decision we were able to go to the 
lumber store and purchase the wood for the 
basic stand.  Our list included 2@2x6x10, 
2@2x4x10, 2@4x4x10, and a sheet of 3/8th 
inch plywood. 
 
Continued on Page 3.  
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Editor’s Note 

Jason R. Ball                          

tfceceditor@gmail.com  

    We have now reached 
the end of all submitted 
articles and pictures. Now 
is the time to get your    
article published in our 
monthly newsletter, and to 
get your WAP points!  If 
you have submitted an 
article or picture in the 
past and it has not been 
published as of yet, 
please resubmit at        
tfceceditor@gmail.com. 

   To get your submissions 
into the next months 
newsletter please have 
them in by the  23rd of the 
month. If they are         
received after this there 
will be no guarantee that 
they will make it in.  The 
reason for this, is we need 
time for layout, editing, 
and printing. I will do my 
best to include all items       
submitted in a timely  
fashion, but articles will be 
on a first come first serve 
basis, and articles on the 
exact same subject may 
have to appear in        
subsequent newsletters. 

    As a reminder for     
classified ads, your ad will 
run for 3 months unless I 
am told otherwise. 
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First Place 

Neolamprologus          

tetracanthus 

Eric Jensen 

 

Second Place 

Aulonocara stuartgranti 

Peter Reukauf 

 

Third Place 

Julidochromis regani 

Donna Czarnecki 

 

Fourth Place 

Red Jewel 

Jason & Kimberly Ball 

First Place 

Fundulopanchax 

Spoorenbergi 

Peter Reukauf 

Second Place 

Blue Fin 

Eric Jensen 

 

Third Place 

People’s Choice Award 

Blue Dwarf Gularis 

Chris Hardy 
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Meetings 

The Tropical Fish Club of Erie 

County, Inc., meets the third 

Tuesday of the month at The 

Chicken Coop, VFW Post 

8113, 299 Leydecker Road, 

West Seneca NY. Meetings 

start at 7:00PM. All are     

invited.  

 

Our Purpose 

The purpose of the Tropical 

Fish Club of Erie County is to 

bring hobbyists of tropical fish 

and aquatic plants   together, 

those who are interested in 

breeding,   raising, showing, 

or just plain looking at fish 

and aquatic plants. Also to 

aid members through        

lectures, films and slide 

presentations on different 

aspects of the   tropical fish 

hobby.  

 

Exchange Policy 

The Tropical Fish Club of Erie 

County will send a copy of 

this newsletter to any club 

who sends us a copy of their 

publication.  

 

Reprint Policy 

Any article may be reprinted 

by another aquarium society, 

providing the source and     

author are given credit, and a 

copy of your publication is 

sent to us  

 After returning home with the 

base lumber, I laid it out to start the 

measuring and cutting.  This was going to 

take some time to get the cuts just    

perfect.  In my opinion the easiest way to cut the lumber is with a miter saw, but can be done with 

other saws if that is all you have.  The thing to keep in mind is 

the cuts have to be as strait as possible, as in the finishing 

touches on the stand will require the joints to be flush. 

 After cutting all of the pieces to length the next stage is 

to cut the joints in the 4x4 posts.  These joints will hold up the 

2x6 top frame and the 2x4 bottom frame.  This type of joint can 

be accomplished in multiple ways, but the way I ended up doing 

it was to cut it multiple times with a table saw.  The notches will 

hold the boards in place and give them extra stability.  

As you can see from the picture to the right the 

boards will be fully supported and be able to be    

fastened to the 4x4 post.  Depending on how rough 

the cut comes out you may need to sand the cut  

edges of the joints to make them as flush as possible. 

 Now that all the joints are cut and the 

boards are cut to length it is time to start the actual 

joining together of the pieces.  The way to join them 

together to make the strongest joint is to take some 

wood glue (or other bonding agent) and apply it to the connecting pieces of wood.  After these pieces 

are placed together use a long enough fastener to connect these pieces.  I would recommend   

predrilling a hole before putting the fastener in, as splitting 

the wood is a distinct possibility.  I did not worry about    

countersinking the screws as these will be hidden by the 

facing boards that will be applied in later steps.  I found it 

easiest to make each side of the stand first and then        

connect them together.   

After the stand sides are connected  

it was time to cut both a top and 

bottom piece for this particular stand.  A bottom piece of plywood as well as a 

top piece will help to stabilize the entire stand as well as distribute the weight 

of the stand across the floor where it will be placed.  The bottom piece of   

plywood being placed on 

the ground will give us the 

most room within the 

bottom cabinet as well, and again with this being a 

salt water stand we want to try and maximize the 

space, as it will be used for the sump. 

Stay tuned in the next newsletters for the next 

steps in creating this stand. 
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Club T-Shirts  

 The shirts are grey 

with black silk screen Sizes 

available: Large and XL $8. 

We can also monogram a 

small club logo on t-shirt, 

polo, hoodie, jacket, etc. 

Please wash it first even if it 

is new. The current price is 

$7 for each monogram on 

the clothing you provide. 

Thank you for supporting the 

club. See Tom Heisler. 

Live Black worm Group Order 

 I am organizing a group order of live black 

worms from Eastern Aquatics.  If you would like to 

get in on the order, I will be collecting order/money 

until the Wednesday before the next meeting.  The 

worms will arrive and be delivered at the next 

meeting. 

Pricing: 

1lb. of worms   $24.00 

0.5 lb. of worms  $13.00 

0.25 lb. of worms $7.00 

If you are interested or have questions, send me 

an email, or leave a voicemail on my phone. 

716-208-5596 - Josh Vito 

Bags for Sale 

3x10x2mil $5.00/100 

5x15x2mil $6.50/100 

6x16x2mil $6.75/100 

6x24x2mil $9.75/100 

8x15x2mil $8.50/100 

10x20x2mil $11.25/100 

De-capsulated Brine Shrimp Eggs $16.00 

per pound 

*Pricing subject to change 

See Bill Duzen 

3 Vintage Metaframe 10 Gallon 

 Slate bottom type aquariums for sale. 20 

1/4 L x 10 1/2 W 12 1/2 D I have seen these before 

in really rough condition, All 3 of these tanks are in 

really nice condition, great show tanks for that  

special fish or reptile. Metal is shiny with minimal 

wear for 

the age. 

Slate 

bottom 

is one 

piece 

with no 

chips or 

cracks. 

They do leak a little from age, with a little TLC and 

silicone they will fix right up. I am asking $40 each. 

Chris Gifford - BonnieGiff@aol.com 

Upcoming Auction Dates 

 

Greater Pittsburgh Aquarium   
Society 

Sunday, September 13th  
9:30 AM 

DoubleTree by Hilton, 910       
Sheraton Dr, Mars, PA 16046  

 

Northeast Ohio Fish Club 

Sunday, September 20th  
11:00 AM 

Pipefitters Union Hall, Local 120 
6305 Halle Drive,                        
Valley View, Ohio 44125 

 

Tropical Fish Club of Erie County 

Sunday, September 27th  
9:30 AM 

Chicken Coop VFW Post8113    

299 Leydecker Rd.  

West Seneca, NY 14224 
 

Allegheny River Valley Aquarium 
Society 

Sunday, October 11th 
11:00 AM 

John Ash Community Center,    
112 N. Barry Street,                    
Olean, NY 14760  

 

Erie Aquarium Society 

Sunday, October 25th 
11:00 AM 

Perry Hi-Way Social Hall           
8281  Oliver Rd, Erie, PA 16565  

 

Greater Akron Aquarium Society 

Sunday, November 1st 
11:00 AM 

Tallmadge Community Center     
80 Community Drive, Tallmadge, 
OH 44278  

Trio Extra large veil tail Albino Angelfish 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

$60 each please contact Tony Hartmann 716-834-3652 

KRS Family Auto  

10% discount on labor to all 

club members with current 

membership card.  Contact 

Scott and Kendra Crumb for 

more information. 

Fish Room for Sale 

Due to age, and my wife’s health, I have to 
rightsize the fish room. 40 Gal Breeders, 30 
Gal Breeders, 30s, 20 Longs, 15s, 10s,51/2s, 
hoods, lights, power, and sponge filters etc. 
NO LEAKERS!! Open to offers. Pick up only. 
I am not selling all just rightsizing. Been   
doing it over 30 years and cannot quit! 

Contact Mike Culkowski  

mike@mikeswetpets.com or 716-523-4928 

mailto:BonnieGiff@aol.com
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Membership Report 

Current Members: 133 
Members at July Meeting: 46 
Average Members Per          
Meeting to date (2015): 53 

3 New Members: 

David West  
Casey Kesterson 
Vince Love 

Memberships Due (must be 
paid no latter than September 
Meeting) 

John Carella Jr 
Robert Covert 
Amanda Czechowski 
Kevin Egan 
Bob Ferloin 
Renee and Shirley Flierl 
Ann Fuller 
Michelle Horschel 
Brett Judd 
Sandie Karsst 
Julie Ludwig 
Kathy Mazur 
Deann Newsham / Dan Saunders 
Casey Newton 
Michael Pease 
Judy Williams 
Curt Young 
Kim Ziemba 
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 African clawed frogs ( Xenopus laevis) or as my children call them 

"Piggie frogs" ACFs are one of the easiest aquatic animals you can have.  

My general rule of thumb for housing is ten gallons per frog. And make 

sure you have a tight fitting lid! These guys can and will get out of loosely 

covered tanks and the result is never pretty.  Long tanks are better than 

tall tanks as they spend most of their time on the floor of the tank. They 

do not need any out of water space whatsoever, if they dry out they will 

die. 

 Substrate is keepers choice, though I recommend against gravel due to the impaction hazard. I 

keep all mine in bare bottom tanks but you can easily use sand or very large rock as well Temperature 

does not seem to be important to them but I would try to keep them in about 70 degrees F. Mine have 

went down as low as 60 but I don't recommend it over long periods of time.  

 They can get up to five inches in length and may live up to 20 years in captivity. They accept a 

wide variety of food. I feed a mix of small earth worms, live black worms, frozen foods (mysis shrimp, 

brine shrimp, blood worms as well as quality pellets( I use soft salmon pellets as well as sinking pellets 

from Xenopus.com) There are a couple things I do not recommend to feed ACFs those include feeder fish 

such as goldfish or rosy reds, beef heart, or flake foods. None of these have the nutrition needed to keep 

your frog healthy. 

 Filtration is an important part of keeping a messy eater in water and African clawed frogs are no 

exception. I use double barreled sponge filters on my tank but I have also heard recommendations of 

Whisper filters as frogs are very sensitive to water vibrations. The other thing all amphibians are  sensitive 

to is water quality particularly ammonia. So you need to do frequent water changes and test your water 

quality often. As the frogs breath through their skin they can become affected very quickly. 

 Occasionally a African clawed frog will fast, refusing food for a week up to a month at a time. 

This is pretty common and as long as the frog is not showing any sign of illness such as fungus or extreme 

bloating they should be okay. Just keep offering until they begin eating again. Likewise their metabolism 

will slow during the winter months and feedings should be limited to once a week at that time.  

 My decor is very simple, I keep a good amount of Hornwort floating in the tank and it does very 

well. You can also use java fern, java moss or Anubis in an ACF tank. All three would do well mounted to 

driftwood (tied to it with fishing line or a rubber band until they started growing. They don't care about 

lighting so you can use florescent light fixture so as to not raise the temperature too much.  

 I offer a variety of caves and hiding spots. You can use clean terra cotta pots, ceramic cichlid 

rocks, plastic caves, or anything your fatties can fit into. Nothing sharp or with small holes. 

 Males and females are very easy to distinguish as they age, females always end up having a little 

nub of a tail on their bottom. Males do not. Males are generally smaller and have dark patches on their 

forearms.  

 I hope that gets 

you started on keeping 

these wonderful critters 

for your very own! 

 

Breeding the       
Aspidoras Albater 

Cat 
By Teri and Randy Seufert 

I obtained a breeding colony 
at our auction in March. After 
talking with well-known 
breeders and the former 
owner I found they like to 
breed in flowing water like an 
out flow of a power filter or 
an air stone in a small     
upright tube. Well, they didn’t 
wait for me to do either of 
these and spawned in a mop 
and on the glass. One egg in 
each spot. Later they gave 
me a few more eggs.  I put 
the eggs in a small catch cup  
with an air stone. They 
hatched in a couple days 
and after a few days  

I started to feed Walter 
worms. After 2-3 weeks I put 
the babies into a 5 gallon to 
continue to grow. They still 
spawn in the mop and on the 
glass so I never did give 
them the flowing water. 

mailto:kimantha333@gmail.com
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 Let me open this with the fact that I never intended to bring 

home yet another tank when I am planning on temporarily downsizing. I 

certainly never thought I would be bring home a salt tank on a cold 

spring day with my two kids and absolutely no idea of the care for half 

the fish and critters inside it. I am the kind of person that researches fish, 

plants, and tank design for months before I even attempt to buy      

something. I want to know so much about the subject I can recite info in 

my sleep. Apparently the box of marine salt in my garage jinxed me. This 

situation was different than I had wanted, I had a very general idea of the tank, the size and only that it 

had a clown fish and a starfish inside it.  Honestly, though it was not the most enjoyable thing I did, I 

think I managed pretty well. 

 The first thing I did as I had roughly 24 hours to prepare for the move was to gather as many 

clean bins and lidded buckets as I could fit in my car. We also brought a siphon hose and Styrofoam box 

with fish bags and rubber bands.  Online advice had told me to mix saltwater a week in advance and 

make sure I had enough to refill the tank but that was out of the question in this case. My basic plan was 

to siphon as much water as I could and remove the live rock so as to not stir up debris. My plan was to 

use the first siphoned water to fill up the fish bags but that didn't work out as well as I had hoped. After 

we siphoned the water, my husband took the buckets downstairs (the owner was 10 floors up, thank you 

elevators!) and filled up the bins we had in the back of our car. Next we carefully removed the live rock 

(highly recommend gloves!) and placed them in the water in the bins. Lastly we waited until the sand 

settled and caught each fish and invertebrate placing each into a separate bag and loading them into a 

Styrofoam cooler. If you travel longer than an hour I would recommend buckets with heaters and       

filtration but this was not that far. After the fish were caught we drained the last bit of water we could, 

leaving just enough to cover the sand and keep the good bacteria in it from drying over the course of the 

car ride. The light and stand and tank were packed up in the car and I rode holding the box of fish on my 

lap.  

 After we got home, we pretty 

much did everything in reverse. We had 

already decided on a spot for the new 

tank in our living room so we got the 

stand in place, and level. We  made sure 

no doors could hit it, and that it had a 

surge protector and outlets easily availa-

ble. We wiped the stand down and placed 

the tank on it, and began refilling it with 

the base live rock and water. As this was 

all the water from the tank we had no need to mess with the salinity. After we ensured the heater and 

filters had survived the trip we turned them on and let it run for about ten to fifteen minutes to help 

clear the tank. After that we gradually added the fish and the invertebrates.  Amazingly all of my        

creatures are doing okay but you can't just hope you will have the same dumb luck.  

 Tips and tricks I would recommend. Some of these are going to sound stupid but I assure you 

sometimes in the action you forget about silly things and I'd rather remind you now than hear an "oops" 

later. Make sure you have enough room to pack all the things you are buying, tank, stand, accessories 

and fish all need a safe level spot on the drive home. Our trip back was very tight. When you have ani-

mals in your car don't stop for a dinner break, just get them home and out of their bags as quickly as you 

can. All that nitrogen and ammonia is building up and you cannot trust the seller to fast the fish before 

you get them.   

 

2015 BAP (Totals) 

Jason & Kimberly Ball 130 
Donna Czarnecki 120 
Erik Jensen  120 
Peter Reukraf  120 
Tom Heisler  110 
Chris Hardy  100 
Chuck Mule  60 
Robert Fessler  40 
Kendra Crumb  25 
Bill Wroblewski  35 
Randy & Teri Seufert 30 
Chris Hardy  20 
Bill Duzen  15 
Alexander Minko 15 
Sandra Karsst  10 
Tom Rizzo  10 
Jenny Walker  10 
Dawn Domagala 10 
Joseph De Carlo 5 
Bonnie Gifford  5 
Josh Vito  5 
 

BAP Chairmen 

 Tom Rizzo 

 Bill Wroblewski 

2015 HAP (Totals) 
*As of June 2015 

Jason & Kimberly Ball 105 
Christopher Hardy 95 
Chuck Mule  90 
Donna Czarnecki 85 
Ed Osika  70 
Bill Wroblewski  50 
Josh Vito  20 
Peter Reukauf  10 
 

HAP Chairmen 
Chuck Mule 
Bill Duzen 

2015 WAP (Totals) 

*As of March 2015 

Jenny Walker  60 
Chuck Mule  50 
Jason & Kimberly Ball 10 
Josh Vito  TBD 

Water Hyacinth 
Photo Credit: Jason Ball 
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 Know what animals you are picking up before you get them. I can't repeat this enough. You 

may end up with something that will outgrow your tank. In my case I ended up with a chocolate ship 

starfish that are well known for their insatiable appetite for soft corals and most anemones. This doesn't 

tie in with my plans of having a full out reef tank so I am already designing 

a new tank specifically for him. This of course happens to be my son's 

favorite fish. Try to get pictures and ID them yourself, some have similar 

common names and can be confused with other things. Lion fish can have 

venomous spines, Cow fish can produce a toxin that will wipe out your 

entire tank if the animal dies. I   highly recommend knowing and  what 

you're getting long before you get them. Some animals, like star fish and 

puffers need to be caught underwater in a catch cup so they are not ex-

posed to air. Other things like anemones have stinging tentacles that can 

really hurt you so, always use thick gloves to handle live rock.  Ask the 

seller what kinds of food they fed and how often. Ask them their cleaning 

schedule, how often and how much they would clean. Ask about any 

medications they have used in the past or any issues they've had with the tank. This will tell you if you 

are buying a healthy system.  

 When breaking down a tank with live rock this is the perfect time to check and see if you have 

anything you don't want in your aquarium. Live rock almost always has some hitchhikers that may be 

bad for your future investments. Always keep live rock and live sand and filter media  in water or very 

moist. It dries out you will lose an essential part of your filtration. After setting up the tank and replacing 

water and creatures turn the lights off and leave it alone. That is one of the hardest pieces of advice I 

can offer, don't feed them, don't pester everybody just make sure the fish are alive and leave them be 

for at least a day. This will reduce their stress levels immensely.  

 Salt water, like fresh water is all about patience but again something might just fall in your lap 

and you just have to do the best you can. 

 Larry Gibbs standing in for Tom Heisler opened the meeting at 7:22 

 Treasury report was read, Randy Seufert made a motion to accept, Bill Wroblewski seconded. 

 Andrea Locke spoke to us about invasive species and what we as hobbyists can do to reduce the 

impact our aquariums could have on native species in our area. 

 Chris Wilkowski awarded Bill Wroblewski for his attendance at the latest pond show for the Niagara 

Frontier koi and pond club.  

 Chris also discussed the next pond tour Sat. August 1st. There will be 6 stops, and the last one will 

be catered ($10 for the food but the pond tour is free) It will start at 10 sharp. Please RSVP Chris 

Wilkolaski at (716) 662-9429. www.nfkpc.com 

 Randy Seufert discussed the swap meet. He read off all of the vendor comments he received. Gen-

eral consensus was that everything turned out pretty good, but the timing between the swap and 

speakers could have been shortened.  

 Rob McCall passed on thanks from Gabe Posada. (one of the speakers at the swap) 

 Larry Gibbs read off the bowl show results. 

 Bill Wroblewski regifted the award that was made for Randy and Teri Seufert. They received it at 

the April Banquet with a misspelling, so Bill got it corrected. 

 Meeting ended at 9:45 

Any other Variety 

1st Place 

Boesmani Ranbow 

by Jason & Kimberly Ball 

 

 

 

 

2nd Place 

Apistogramma Hongsloi 

by Peter Reukauf 

 

3rd Place 

German Blue Ram 

by Bill Wroblewski 

 

 

 

 

 

4th Place 

Red Passion Discus 

by John Bukaczeski 

Baby Koi Angelfish 
Photo Credit: Kimberly Ball 
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Some Things Fishy - Issue 7  Volume 28 - August 2015 

 Meeting opened at 7:23  

 In attendance: Kim Ball, Bill Wroblewski, Randy Seufert, Tom Heisler, Peter Reukauf, 
Donna Czarnecki, Tom Rizzo, Jack Mullen, Mike Culkowski, and Jim Fitzgerald 

 Discussed swap meet table placement. Randy needed people for the silent auction. 21 
tables total.  

 Speakers housed at Holiday inn in Hamburg. 

 Need to have enough tickets for the swap. 

 Discussed water situation, tanks for swap. 

 6-6:30 catered banquet 

 Pizza for vendors. 

 Discussed upcoming meeting with Andrea Locke from the DEC. 

 Started discussion on members sending out mass emails with every one’s emails on 
them. They need to be BBC, or blind carbon copy so that people don’t get lists of        
everyone’s emails anytime they get one. 

 Discussed set price to send newsletters to everyone after the increase in interest of 
getting hard copies as opposed to just the email format. 

 Meeting ended at 9:06 

Clown fish 
Photo Credit: Jason Ball 
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