
 

TFCEC Monthly Meeting 

Tuesday September 15th 

The Chicken Coop, VFW Post 8113, 

299 Leydecker Road, West Seneca 

NY.  Meeting starts at 7:00 PM.  

Mini Auction, Raffles Bowl Show: 

Catfish, Loaches and Any other 

Variety 

Greater Pittsburgh Aquarium   
Society Auction 

Sunday, September 13th  
9:30 AM 

DoubleTree by Hilton, 910 Sheraton 
Dr, Mars, PA 16046  

Northeast Ohio Fish Club Auction 

Sunday, September 20th  
11:00 AM 

Pipefitters Union Hall, Local 120 
6305 Halle Drive, Valley View, Ohio 
44125 

Tropical Fish Club of Erie County 
Auction 

Sunday, September 27th  
9:30 AM 

Chicken Coop VFW Post8113  299 
Leydecker Rd.  West Sene-
ca, NY 14224 
 

Allegheny River Valley Aquarium    
Society Auction 

Sunday, October 11th 
11:00 AM 

John Ash Community Center, 112 
N. Barry Street,  Olean, NY 14760  

TFCEC Monthly Meeting 

Tuesday October 20th 

The Chicken Coop, VFW Post 8113, 

299 Leydecker Road, West Seneca 

NY.  Meeting starts at 7:00 PM.  

Mini Auction, Raffles Bowl Show: 

Barbs, Fish related arts and crafts 

and Any other Variety 

Erie Aquarium Society Auction 

Sunday, October 25th 
11:00 AM 

Perry Hi-Way Social Hall  8281  
Oliver Rd, Erie, PA 16565  

 

 I hope you all had a good break in August.  Thanks to everyone 
for pitching in and attending the annual family picnic.  Special thanks to 
Teri Seufert for organizing this outing. The swap meet went well and I 
hope the attendees learned something from our two knowledgeable 
speakers. I would like to thank everyone for helping make our first swap 
meet successful.   I was unable to attend due to my wife double booking 
me.  So I flipped a coin and Cayman islands won over the swap meet.   I 
learned a lot about the islands and the fish there.  One of my trips was on 
a semi-sub where we could see the coral reefs and the fish living among a 
sunken ship.  We also went to a sea turtle hatchery and to the town of 
Hell, Cayman Islands.  After a couple purchases, the proprietor told me to 
get the hell out.  Hmmm  even hell doesn't want me there ;-).  We also 
visited Mexico where I learned to make authentic salsa and Margaritas.  I 
will try to make sure my future vacations don't interfere with my fish club 
outings in the future. 

 As I am writing this, September is fast approaching and that 
means there are fish auctions in the near future.  We will need kitchen help for the September    
auction.  See Tom Rizzo if you would care to help. 

 We also are becoming short on articles for the newsletter.  Please start writing on your 
fishy experiences including successes and 
failures so our other members can benefit.  

See you at the next meeting.   

Tom  

https://www.google.com/maps/place/DoubleTree+by+Hilton+Hotel+Pittsburgh+-+Cranberry/@40.668353,-80.094843,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m2!3m1!1s0x88348826cd89dd41:0x9f9862298a867485
https://www.google.com/maps/place/DoubleTree+by+Hilton+Hotel+Pittsburgh+-+Cranberry/@40.668353,-80.094843,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m2!3m1!1s0x88348826cd89dd41:0x9f9862298a867485
https://www.google.com/maps/place/UA/@41.3879499,-81.614889,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m2!3m1!1s0x8830e411d39fa685:0x5f9fe1e50639d10a
https://www.google.com/maps/place/UA/@41.3879499,-81.614889,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m2!3m1!1s0x8830e411d39fa685:0x5f9fe1e50639d10a
https://www.google.com/maps/place/UA/@41.3879499,-81.614889,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m2!3m1!1s0x8830e411d39fa685:0x5f9fe1e50639d10a
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Veterans+of+Foreign+Wars/@42.819472,-78.705127,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m2!3m1!1s0x89d3090889da0445:0x2eb3b25c87413abc
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Veterans+of+Foreign+Wars/@42.819472,-78.705127,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m2!3m1!1s0x89d3090889da0445:0x2eb3b25c87413abc
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Veterans+of+Foreign+Wars/@42.819472,-78.705127,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m2!3m1!1s0x89d3090889da0445:0x2eb3b25c87413abc
https://www.google.com/maps?ion=1&espv=2&q=John+Ash+Community+Center,+112+N.+Barry+Street,+Olean,+NY+14760&bav=on.2,or.&biw=1144&bih=727&dpr=1&um=1&ie=UTF-8&sa=X&ved=0CAYQ_AUoAWoVChMI3vaetoeBxwIVARY-Ch289A77
https://www.google.com/maps?ion=1&espv=2&q=John+Ash+Community+Center,+112+N.+Barry+Street,+Olean,+NY+14760&bav=on.2,or.&biw=1144&bih=727&dpr=1&um=1&ie=UTF-8&sa=X&ved=0CAYQ_AUoAWoVChMI3vaetoeBxwIVARY-Ch289A77
https://www.google.com/maps/place/8281+Oliver+Rd,+Erie,+PA+16509/@42.0371511,-80.0887849,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m2!3m1!1s0x88328751c75e1f2b:0x820593a347c41b1a
https://www.google.com/maps/place/8281+Oliver+Rd,+Erie,+PA+16509/@42.0371511,-80.0887849,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m2!3m1!1s0x88328751c75e1f2b:0x820593a347c41b1a
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 As a continuation of last months article, I continued to construct a 

saltwater tank.  This month I constructed a sump tank from scratch. 

 The first step in constructing a sump tank is to find the glass pieces 

that are appropriate for the size of aquarium you are going to construct.  I 

could not find any that fit my needs laying about the house, nor could I find 

any at any of the home stores around.  I finally settled on going to a glass company.  There are a few in 

the area, but I chose one that was between myself and work so I could make it there pretty much any 

day.  I wrote the desired dimensions down on a 3x5 notecard and within a day or two I had cut       

polished glass ready to pick up.  Just a side note, considering I was making this a sump and it will not 

be visible on a daily basis, you can save some money by requesting used glass. 

 The next step in constructing an aquarium is to pick up some silicone.  Now, as most of you 

are aware not just any silicone will do, but we need aquarium grade silicone.  This usually is quite ex-

pensive, but luckily for us we have an alternative product that we can use.  What would be safe to use 

for our fish you might ask?  Found at local home stores you can use GE Silicone I. This is VERY im-

Breeding Red Claw 

Macro Shrimp 

(Macrobrachium sp.) 
By Christopher Hardy 

 I received the Red claw 
shrimp around 6 months ago, 
during that time I have gotten to 
watch some very fun behavior 
from them. I originally got them 
because of a hair algae problem 
in my 75 gallon show tank. I was 
worried at first that my rainbows 
would kill them, but dropping 
them in at night helped. Once 
they settled in, I noticed they 
were able to stand up for     
themselves, each time a rainbow 
came near them they would raise 
their claws up in defense as if 
saying “back off!”.  

 To determine the sex of 
them, you need to look at the 
size; males are a bit larger than 
the females. The dominant male 
will have more colorful claws. 
The males get up to around 3 
inches in size, while the females 
will be just over 2 inches in size. 

 They eat almost any 
food provided; my favorite     
behavior is when I feed them 
pellets. They will rush out, grab 
one pellet with their lower legs 
while using their claws as        
defense, then run back into the 
plants or a cave to enjoy their 
meal. 

 Breeding them is fairly 
simple as long as there is a lot of 
plant cover; I noticed in the 75 
that the fish will eat any          
offspring. In my 30 gallon breeder 
tank, which has a lot of hornwort, 
I noticed one day that there were 
multiple ¾ inch babies running 
around. They are one of the 
types of aquarium inhabitants 
that you really don’t notice 
breeding until the babies are big 
enough to come out of hiding. So 
algae and plant cover is a must 
with these guys. 

 They aren’t very       
common in the USA, but at this 
point they will be a staple in any 
large show tank for me because 
of their clean-up abilities. Red 
Claws paired with nerite snails 
has kept my 75 spotless.  

mailto:triz316@verizon.net
mailto:jfitz105@hotmail.com
mailto:tfcecmikec@gmail.com
mailto:tfcectom@gmail.com
mailto:jackmullen2001@yahoo.com
mailto:antoniomfmartina@yahoo.com
mailto:tfcprez2@aim.com
mailto:petespoint@juno.com
mailto:wildbill41361@aol.com
mailto:kimantha333@gmail.com
mailto:tfceceditor@gmail.com
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Meetings 

The Tropical Fish Club of Erie 

County, Inc., meets the third 

Tuesday of the month at The 

Chicken Coop, VFW Post 

8113, 299 Leydecker Road, 

West Seneca NY. Meetings 

start at 7:00PM. All are     

invited.  

 

Our Purpose 

The purpose of the Tropical 

Fish Club of Erie County is to 

bring hobbyists of tropical fish 

and aquatic plants   together, 

those who are interested in 

breeding,   raising, showing, 

or just plain looking at fish 

and aquatic plants. Also to 

aid members through        

lectures, films and slide 

presentations on different 

aspects of the   tropical fish 

hobby.  

 

Exchange Policy 

The Tropical Fish Club of Erie 

County will send a copy of 

this newsletter to any club 

who sends us a copy of their 

publication.  

 

Reprint Policy 

Any article may be reprinted 

by another aquarium society, 

providing the source and     

author are given credit, and a 

copy of your publication is 

sent to us  

other silicone I found at the store would be hazardous to fish and other aquatic animals.  A general 

rule is you can not use any silicone that has any mold resistance or other types of chemicals within.    

GE Silicone I is safe to use. 

 The next step is to place the base on a solid 

flat surface, and put a bead of silicone around the 

entire outside edge that the glass will be standing 

on.  You must work somewhat quickly as you do not 

what the silicone to ‘skin’ (start to cure).  The first 

glass panel to be added to the aquarium base is one 

of the long sides, this is where a helper (thanks Kim) 

comes in very handy.  As the long side is being held 

in place, you place a silicone bead up the inside 

short side of the long side of the aquarium and place 

the short piece of glass in place.  You now take 

painters tape and tape the two sides together.  As 

you can see from the picture that is all the stability 

you need.  The next step is to take a farmers square 

and make sure the sides are level with the base, as 

well as with each other.  The next panels are placed in the following order, the opposite short side 

glass followed by the remaining long side.  Each edge of the glass must have a silicone bead applied 

before placing it on the aquarium.  After all the edges are squared up (with your famers square) it is 

time to do the  inner seam.  

The inner seam is actually quite easy to do, as you place a bead of silicone around the inside edges of 

the tank and then taking your finger, 

running it along the bead that we just 

placed.  If done right, this will look     

remarkably like a tank that is purchased 

at a store. (left).  After the tank has dried 

(24 to 48 hours) it is time to add the 

baffles to the tank.  As you can see the 

baffles are added in the same way as the 

rest of the tank was created. 

 To correctly create a tank that 

will have separations of media, and to 

allow bubbles to not free flow from 

chamber to chamber we force the water 

to travel up and down between          

locations.  I used a book as a spacer (above) to keep the glass panel from moving downwards before 

the silicone had dried. As you can tell the water will pour 

from our drains in our display tank into this chamber and be 

forced to flow upwards and then back down into the      

second full sized chamber.  This motion of water (which in 

our case will be over 23 gallons per minute!) will help to 

eliminate micro bubbles from being thrown back into our 

display tank.  Again the use of extra hands and painters 

tape will help in the construction process.  Once the baffles 

are in place, wait another 24 to 48 hours for the silicone to 

cure and you will have a brand new sump tank ready to use. 
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Club T-Shirts  

 The shirts are grey 

with black silk screen Sizes 

available: Large and XL $8. 

We can also monogram a 

small club logo on t-shirt, 

polo, hoodie, jacket, etc. 

Please wash it first even if it 

is new. The current price is 

$7 for each monogram on 

the clothing you provide. 

Thank you for supporting the 

club. See Tom Heisler. 

Live Black worm Group Order 

 I am organizing a group order of live black 

worms from Eastern Aquatics.  If you would like to 

get in on the order, I will be collecting order/money 

until the Wednesday before the next meeting.  The 

worms will arrive and be delivered at the next 

meeting. 

Pricing: 

1lb. of worms   $24.00 

0.5 lb. of worms  $13.00 

0.25 lb. of worms $7.00 

If you are interested or have questions, send me 

an email, or leave a voicemail on my phone. 

716-208-5596 - Josh Vito 

Bags for Sale 

3x10x2mil $5.00/100 

5x15x2mil $6.50/100 

6x16x2mil $6.75/100 

6x24x2mil $9.75/100 

8x15x2mil $8.50/100 

10x20x2mil $11.25/100 

 

De-capsulated Brine Shrimp Eggs 

$16.00 per pound 

 

*Pricing subject to change 

See Bill Duzen 

Trio Extra large veil tail Albino Angelfish 

$60 each please contact Tony Hartmann 716-834-3652 

KRS Family Auto  

10% discount on labor to all club members with current 

membership card.  Contact Scott and Kendra Crumb for 

more information. 

Fish Room for Sale 

Due to age, and my wife’s health, I have to 
rightsize the fish room. 40 Gal Breeders, 30 
Gal Breeders, 30s, 20 Longs, 15s, 10s,51/2s, 
hoods, lights, power, and sponge filters etc. 
NO LEAKERS!! Open to offers. Pick up only. 
I am not selling all just rightsizing. Been   
doing it over 30 years and cannot quit! 

Contact Mike Culkowski  

mike@mikeswetpets.com or 716-523-4928 

Watchman goby (above) Blue 

legged Hermit crab (below) 

Photo Credit Kim Ball 
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 Breeding aquatic invertebrates has been an infatuation of mine for quite 
a while.  At first, these small spineless aquatic creatures were a way for me to   
participate in my local aquarium club’s Breeders Award Program (BAP). With a 
limited amount of tank space, I could only hope to breed a few fish species at one 
time, but invertebrates required less tank space, so I was able to try more species 
at the same point in time. 

 Breeding snails is by no means hard, but I though I would preface this post with the thought that 
I am merely reiterating my account of the task, so that I can provide some documentation to help others 
be successful in the future.  Assassin snails (Clea helena) are one of the more interesting gastropods we 
keep in our glass boxes.  The diet of Assassins consists of worms and other gastropods, which is probably 
why they received their common name.  Even though the snails enjoy dining on other snails, I have found 
in my experience, that they will go after slower moving prey first (e.g. uneaten fish flakes/food, live 
worms, etc.). 

 I started my colony of Assassins with 3 adult snails.  The species is difficult to sex, and both sexes 
are needed for reproduction (not hermaphroditic).  For better odds of getting a pair, I suggest starting 

with at least half a dozen individuals.  The rate of      
reproduction for this predator is slow, as it only lays one 
egg at a time, and the eggs are often eaten by tank    
mates.  I placed my newly acquired, un-sexed trio in well          
established 75 gallon planted aquarium with a sand 
based plant substrate.  This particular tank had an ever 
growing population of Malaysian Trumpet Snails (MTS), 
and I was hoping that a competing population of Assas-
sins would be an interesting war to watch, albeit a slow 
paced war. 

 As one would imagine, the snails were lost in the immensity of a standard 75 gallon tank, so it is 
not a surprise that it was months before a young individual was sighted in the tank. 

 The snails tend to be found where their food in the tank is located. Herbivorous grazing snails, 
such as the Olive Nerite snails or pond snails, are found anywhere there is algae for them to scrape.  The 
Assassins are generally found in the lower reaches of the tank, and enjoy burrowing and sifting through 
the sandy substrate. 

 When I tore down the above tank for a move to a new house, I was surprised at the few assassin 
snails I had found in the tank.  A small colony was collected from the tank, and I sifted through a lot of 
sand looking for progeny.  I found more empty MTS shells than I did live Assassin snails, but there 
were  enough to start a new colony in their new holding tank at the new house. This new setup was    
simply meant for holding my livestock until I had time to plant the 75 gallon again. So all the inhabitants 
were placed in a standard 55 gallon. This new tank was outfitted with about a pound of the substrate 
from the previous 75 gallon, the driftwood, and three seeded sponge filters that were in the same       
previous tank in anticipation of the move. Water at parameters for the 55 are consistently 78                
degrees Fahrenheit, the pH is around 7, and the water is pretty hard (good for snails’ shells). 

 Since I had a lot of filtration on this tank, I fed very heavily for the better part of the last year, and 
the colony has thrived.  At one point, there were easily hundreds of assassin snails in the tank, and no 
other species of snail either.  The Assassins seem to thrive in the mostly bare bottomed tank. I believe 
they have thrived over the past months due to a more readily available non-moving food source, and the 
bare bottom makes it easier for them to find food, whether it be snails, uneaten flake, and/or detritus. 

Samantha petting Daisy (above) 

Alexander and Maggie getting 

acquainted (below) at the 

TFCEC picnic. 

Photo Credit Kim Ball 
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 I first got 12 Skiffia francesae young adults from the Erie, PA 

auction. I placed them in a 20 high tank with 4 Peppered cory cats. The 

tank was heavily planted with gravel substrate and set at a temperature 

of 78 degrees F. Over the course of two months my females began to get 

pregnant and just as quickly I began to lose them right before they gave 

birth. At the time I was doing a weekly water change, after this I bumped 

it to twice a week and started losing them even faster. I talked to a few 

people who said that they required softer water so I added some       

driftwood and ended up giving myself a massive Ramshorn snail invasion who promptly began wiping out 

all of my carefully cultivated plants. At this point I had one pair left and not much hope for success from 

the skiffia so I reduced my cleaning schedule and instead 

began crushing snails every morning after I turned on the 

lights for the day. I found out the Skiffia loved that extra bit 

of protein and perhaps the busted pieces of snail shells 

were helping buffer my water to where I needed to keep 

them happy. I continued crushing snails and fed a little bit of 

brine shrimp and my last female finally began to show signs 

of being pregnant. At this point I stopped cleaning the tank 

and just held my breath. when I was least expecting it, I 

found about 15-20 large fry. Once those were found, I started my cleaning schedule again. I ended up 

losing a few of the babies, but the mother had another spawn and passed away shortly after. They're 

supposed to be fry eaters, but I never saw any indication of it, the babies are born possibly too large for 

the parents to attempt, or I had enough remaining plants for them to hide in. I fed the babies on newly 

hatched brine shrimp as well as finely crushed flake food until they were big enough to eat just flake. I 

think our water chemistry is just not quite right to keep these happy. Everyone I know has had quite a 

few die off when they started keeping them. All in all they're beautiful fish, the males get nice golden 

accents to the back half of them, and nice black markings but be aware you'll definitely need to buffer 

your water and adjust it to keep them happy. 

2015 BAP (Totals) 

Jason & Kimberly Ball 130 
Donna Czarnecki 120 
Erik Jensen  120 
Peter Reukraf  120 
Tom Heisler  110 
Chris Hardy  100 
Chuck Mule  60 
Robert Fessler  40 
Kendra Crumb  25 
Bill Wroblewski  35 
Randy & Teri Seufert 30 
Chris Hardy  20 
Bill Duzen  15 
Alexander Minko 15 
Sandra Karsst  10 
Tom Rizzo  10 
Jenny Walker  10 
Dawn Domagala 10 
Joseph De Carlo 5 
Bonnie Gifford  5 
Josh Vito  5 
 

BAP Chairmen 

 Tom Rizzo 

 Bill Wroblewski 

2015 HAP (Totals) 
*As of June 2015 

Jason & Kimberly Ball 105 
Christopher Hardy 95 
Chuck Mule  90 
Donna Czarnecki 85 
Ed Osika  70 
Bill Wroblewski  50 
Josh Vito  20 
Peter Reukauf  10 
 

HAP Chairmen 
Chuck Mule 
Bill Duzen 

Chatting at the 

TFCEC picnic. 

Photo credit Kim Ball 

Momma and Baby Self Cloning 

Crayfish Photo Credit Kim Ball 

mailto:kimantha333@gmail.com
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General info 

 The Least Killifish, Heterandria formosa is a small, live bearing fish that 
originates from North America. It is from the same family as Guppies and Mollies. 
This is the smallest fish found in North America, and one of the smallest fish in the 
world. 
 
Tank setup 

 My experience with this fish started because I found the colony behavior of the fish very         
interesting. At the local fish store, The Fish Place, they had a colony that contained many different aged 

specimens all living in the same tank. The   
larger fish didn’t seem to bother the smaller, 
and the fish sort of hovered in groups, and 
didn’t really school. A second reason for me to 
want these fish was to see if I could spawn the 
fish and turn them in for points at my local fish 
club. I purchased a pair of fish from the LFS, 
and took them home. 

 After acclimation, I placed the pair 
into a 55G community tank that housed Discus 
(Symphysodon spp.), Cory Cats (Corydoras 
aeneus), and Bristle-nose Plecos. None of the 
other fish in the tank seemed to notice the 
new inhabitants. After about a month, I  

couldn’t spot the male, and Assumed he must have died. In a tank that large, it was hard to find a body. 
On my next trip to the LFS, I picked up another pair. The colony has really taken off over the past 3 weeks, 
because I moved out the other inhabitants of this tank. The tank is divided, and Heterandria formosa has 
half the tank to themselves (except for the assassin snails). 

This fish is so small, that keeping the tank with a bit of mulm on the bottom is a good thing. My tanks  
always have some live plants and driftwood to give the fry some refuge and grazing sites. Currently, there 
is a colony of about twenty fish including the parents, that I plan on moving to their own 10G tank as soon 
as I get it cycled. The smaller fry in the tank will be of sufficient size for me to turn in at the local club 
meeting in a month and a half, and the remainder will probably be kept until the next big fish auction. 

Parameters and feeding 

The average tank parameter are as follows: 
Ph – 7.0 
Temp – 78.5 
NH3/NH4 – 0 
TDS – 103 
GH/KH – 17.9 – 35.8 ppm 
 Water changes are done daily at the moment, as there are Discus fry on the other half of the 
divided 55G tank. The feeding is two or three times a day with some crushed flake, microworms, or baby 
brine shrimp. 
 Overall, the Least Killifish is an ideal nano tank inhabitant. The fish are really hard to enjoy in a 
large tank, and seem to hide most the day when housed with larger tank mates. Their demands seem to 
be pretty low, and breeding the fish is as simple as supplying a small tank and small food to nourish the 
parents. 

Zebra fry (above)                  

Mexican Turbo Snail (below) 

Photo Credit Kim Ball 
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It is time to cook (below), Enjoying the day (above left) and Daisy enjoying her corn as well (above right) at the 

TFCEC Picnic. Photo credits Kim Ball 

Jaguar Cichlid fry 
Photo Credit Kim Ball 


