
 

TFCEC Monthly Meeting 

Tuesday December 15th 

The Chicken Coop, VFW Post 8113, 

299 Leydecker Road, West Seneca 

NY.  Meeting starts at 7:00 PM.  

Mini Auction, Raffles Bowl Show: 

Red/Green Fish and Any other 

Variety 

TFCEC Monthly Meeting 

Tuesday January 19th 

The Chicken Coop, VFW Post 8113, 

299 Leydecker Road, West Seneca 

NY.  Meeting starts at 7:00 PM.  

Mini Auction, Raffles Bowl Show: 

Arts and crafts/Photos/Any other 

Variety (3 categories) 

TFCEC Monthly Meeting 

Tuesday February16th 

The Chicken Coop, VFW Post 8113, 

299 Leydecker Road, West Seneca 

NY.  Meeting starts at 7:00 PM.  

Mini Auction, Raffles Bowl Show: 

Livebearers/Any other Variety 

TFCEC Spring Auction 

February 28th 2016 

The Chicken Coop, VFW Post 8113, 

299 Leydecker Road, West Seneca 

NY. Registration: 9:30am Auction 

starts promptly at 11:00 am 70/30 

split   10 table system  

 As I write this I have just finished a marathon of 
cleaning fish tanks, filters, hoods, etc.  I am thinking I need 
to downsize and at the same time I want to purchase new 
fish.  I wish I could make up my mind. Thanks to all the 
candidates that accepted nominations for the Board of  
Directors.  We have three brand new board members and I 
am hoping to receive new ideas and suggestions from 
them.  I know I say this a lot but I want to thank all the 
members that help out during the meetings and at club 
functions.  Do you want to help out but maybe don't know 
how you can help?  Here is a small but not all inclusive list.  
Attend meetings, contribute to the newsletter, participate 
in the monthly bowl show, volunteer to work at our auction, ask non-members 
to attend a meeting, participate in the breeder award or horticulture award  
program, enter fish into our auction, join the board (elections are held in       
November), like or share a TFCEC Facebook post.  

December is our holiday party at the Chicken Coop.  Larry Gibbs has the signup 
sheet for members that want to 
attend.  Please let Larry know if you 
are coming so we have enough food.  
We will have a holiday meal and you 
are welcome to bring desserts to 
pass if you wish. 

 

See you at the meeting, 

Tom 
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WAP (Totals) 

Jason & Kimberly Ball 540 

Josh Vito  200 

Jenny Walker  150 

Donna Czarnecki 80 

Chuck Mule  50 

Chris Hardy  50 

Randy & Teri Seufert 30 

Bonnie Gifford  30 

John E. Burdick  20 

Kendra Crumb  20 

Peter Reukauf  20 

Tom Heisler  10 

 Meeting started at 7:29 

 Ed Osika read off the treasury report. 

 Rob McCall suggested ideas for the black worm order. 

 Nominated board members are Donna Czarnecki-Reukauf, Bill Wroblewski, Chris Hardy and Mark 

Baumgartner. 

 Door prize won by Claudia Carthew is an IOU and will be given at next meeting 

 Meeting adjourned at 9:14 

Tree Frog 

hand painted by  

Kimberly Ball 
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Meetings 

The Tropical Fish Club of Erie 

County, Inc., meets the third 

Tuesday of the month at The 

Chicken Coop, VFW Post 

8113, 299 Leydecker Road, 

West Seneca NY. Meetings 

start at 7:00PM. All are     

invited.  

 

Our Purpose 

The purpose of the Tropical 

Fish Club of Erie County is to 

bring hobbyists of tropical fish 

and aquatic plants   together, 

those who are interested in 

breeding,   raising, showing, 

or just plain looking at fish 

and aquatic plants. Also to 

aid members through        

lectures, films and slide 

presentations on different 

aspects of the   tropical fish 

hobby.  

 

Exchange Policy 

The Tropical Fish Club of Erie 

County will send a copy of 

this newsletter to any club 

who sends us a copy of their 

publication.  

 

Reprint Policy 

Any article may be reprinted 

by another aquarium society, 

providing the source and     

author are given credit, and a 

copy of your publication is 

sent to us  

In mid-November the Ohio Cichlid Association held its annual “Extravaganza” 

at the Holiday Inn in Strongsville, Ohio. People came from all over the region 

and many came from much farther out to meet and mingle with other fish 

enthusiasts who specialize in keeping cichlids and catfish, including a growing 

number of TFCEC 

members. The 

festivities began 

on a Friday at 2 pm and ran through Sunday 

evening, the program for the weekend kept us 

busy from start to finish. 

 Upon arrival the first thing we did 

was to set up several fish tanks in our room 

and post our fish for sale sign on our hotel 

room door. Then we walked the corridors and 

shopped the other rooms as well, and I must say, it is very hard to 

control yourself! I found several “must haves” including Red Laser 

coridoras, L002 and L183 Plecos, all of which I purchased, and Pe-

ter came home with L006 Plecos and Scleromytax coridoras. Many 

of these fish are unavailable in the pet shops, supplies in the 

rooms are limited so decisions need to be made quickly, he who 

hesitates misses out. 

 The speaker presentations run from Friday evening 

through Saturday afternoon. This year’s lineup included: 

 Julian Dignall – “Introduction to L Number Plecos” and “Collecting Catfishes in India” 

 Ted Judy – “Peru Pipeline, From the River to Your Aquarium” 

 Heiko Bleher – “Discus & Angelfish in Nature” and “Cichlidae of India and the Middle East” 

 Ad Konings – “News and Views from Lake Tanganyika” 

 We really enjoyed hearing about the fish we keep and how they behave in their natural habitats 

in addition to some of the extraordinary efforts these men went through to gather them and bring them 

from the wild to our aquariums. Saturday morning and afternoon were action packed with several      

activities to keep us entertained; speaker presentations, shop hops, viewing bowl show entries, checking 

out the vendor sales and shopping the swap meet. Peter picked up some adolescent opthalmotilapia 

nasuta, a very attractive Lake Tanganyikan mouthbrooder  at the swap. Then we were off to the speaker 

“Meet & Greet” and awards presentations. TFCEC members Tony Martina, Dawn Domagala and Chris 

Hardy represented us well by placing in several categories in the bowl show. Then there was a dry-goods 

auction that followed. 

Continued on Page 5 

mailto:princess.donna@live.com
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Live Black worm Group Order 

 I am organizing a group order of live black 

worms from Eastern Aquatics.  If you would like to 

get in on the order, I will be collecting order/money 

until the Wednesday before the next meeting.  The 

worms will arrive and be delivered at the next 

meeting. 

Pricing: 

1lb. of worms   $24.00 

0.5 lb. of worms  $13.00 

0.25 lb. of worms $7.00 

If you are interested or have questions, send me 

an email, or leave a voicemail on my phone. 

716-208-5596 - Josh Vito 

Trio Extra large veil tail      

Albino Angelfish 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

$60 each please contact Tony 

Hartmann 716-834-3652 

Bags for Sale 

3x10x2mil $5.00/100 

5x15x2mil $6.50/100 

6x16x2mil $6.75/100 

6x24x2mil $9.75/100 

8x15x2mil $8.50/100 

10x20x2mil $11.25/100 

 

De-capsulated Brine Shrimp Eggs 

$16.00 per pound 

 

*Pricing subject to change 

See Bill Duzen 

American Toad  

hand Painted by Kimberly Ball 

What is your world like? 

Photo Credit Kimberly Ball 

Cherry Shrimp 

Photo Credit Kimberly Ball 
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 Throughout the weekend there were several get together’s in the “Hospitality Room”;  

evening socials with chili-dogs, nachos and beer/soda, breakfast with coffee and donuts, and even a 

pizza party prior to the awards banquet, all of which were included in the very reasonable admission 

price of $35 per person. These get together’s were a wonderful place to make new connections.  

Peter and I have had the opportunity to meet so many new people in our travels, and have made 

friends  we never would have made had we not left the comfort zone of WNY, it really has been a 

quite a pleasure. Then on Sunday at 10 am the fish auction began; fish and plants are the only items 

auctioned.  Again, many of the bags for sale contained fish that you just don’t see every day. I picked 

up adolescent Pseudocrenilabrus multicolor victoriae, a dwarf Egyptian mouth brooder and           

Nanochromis transvestites, a rare cichlid from the fast moving waters in the Dominican Republic, 

both of which I am hoping to breed and introduce to the clubs in our area.   

 All in all we had a wonderful time and are sure to return next year for another fabulously 

fishy weekend! 

First Place 

Philippine Blue veil tail 

pearlscale angelfish 

Bob Fessler 

 

 

Second Place 

Flakken Snakeskin Discus 

Bill Wroblewski 

 

 

 

Third Place 

Pajama Cardinalfish 

Erik Jenson 

 

 

Fourth Place 

Demasoni Chiclid 

Chris Gifford 

First Place 

Rusty Beta 

Bill Wroblewski 

 

 

 

Second Place 

Red and Blue Crowntail Beta 

*People’s Choice 

Jason & Kimberly Ball 

 

 

Third Place 

Powder Blue Gourami 

Erik Jenson 

 

 

Fourth Place 

Mustard Gas Beta 

Dawn Domagala 

(Continued OCA Extravaganza - page 3)

Dwarf Mexican Crayfish 

Photo Credit Kimberly Ball 

HAP Submissions 
October 

Randy & Teri Seufert 

Anubias nangi 

Aponogeton undulates 

Cryocoryne wendtii 

November 

Josh Vito 

Blyxa japonica 

Pogostema erectus 

Lydwigia repens 
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 The other day Kim came up from our basement fish room and 

asked why the Air Pump was not running.   This was a surprise to me as well 

as the pump should be running constantly.  We had noticed it was a bit 

noisier for the last few days, but we attributed that to the simple filter 

needed to be taken off of the pump and cleaned. 

 We currently use a Active Aqua Commercial 110L/min pump.  If we had to do it over again, 

we would select a different air pump.  This pump is quite noisy for the output, and there are better 

options for a fish room.  This pump was    

designed to be used in hydroponics so it   

rated to run 24/7/365, and I have seen it 

used in other fish rooms.   There are some 

bonus’ to this unit though as on the rear end 

there is a hose barb that allows you to draw 

air from a different source than where the 

pump is   actually located.  So in our case we 

have thought of pulling outside air into our 

system instead of using the same air that is in 

our basement.  Pulling air from a different 

source does quite the pump down a bit, but 

we have yet to install a tap to the outside.  

 When I went downstairs, I checked the usual suspects, tripped circuit breakers, faulty outlet, 

problems with the power cord.  Nothing worked and when I would plug it in just nothing would    

happen.    I then figured there was a greater problem from within the unit itself and took it upstairs to 

find out if I could resolve the issue.  Once I had it upstairs I took the unit apart and found that        

everything looked fine on a quick inspection.  Therefore I took the unit (still in two pieces) over to an 

outlet and plugged it in.  The unit turned on, and acted almost normal.  At this point I thought maybe 

there had been enough debris and metal particles in the unit to cause a short and my problem would 

be solved in a matter of minutes.  I took put the unit back together, but to my dismay I found that the 

unit no longer would turn on.  I tapped the side of the unit, and found that it would power on for a 

half second (you could hear the air) and then it would trip the breaker.  This meant that something 

somewhere inside was definitely shorting and that was my issue.  I took the unit back apart to see if I 

could find the exact issue. 

 This time I took the winding out of the pump.  As you 

can see, the copper wires are wound and connected to the 

positive and negative feeds from the outlet and there is a 

diode between the two windings.  What is a diode you ask?  

For those who are not well versed in electronics a diode is a 

one way valve for electricity.  So the electrons will only be 

allowed to pass in one direction across the diode.  I thought 

perhaps my diode had gone bad, in which case it would allow 

electricity to flow in either direction causing a short in the 

motor and cause the exact issue I was experiencing.  To test 

the diode I grabbed my multimeter and luckily the one I have  

Angelfish 

hand painted by  

Kimberly Ball 

Lawnmower Blenny and 

Blue Spotted Jawfish 

Photo Credit Kimberly Ball 

mailto:tfceceditor@gmail.com
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has a diode test mode.  In this mode you place the probes from the multimeter on either side of the 

diode, and one will give you no connection, and the other will tell you the resistance on the diode.  I 

saw this happen and knew that once again I found a way that the pump was not broken.  Starting to 

feel a bit discouraged I took to my last resort to test this unit. 

 Before I go into details on the next test (and how I eventually found the issue) I must warn 

you that these pumps are 110v and dealing with electricity at that level can be very dangerous.  If you 

do not know what you are doing, please have someone who does, or a professional help you with the 

diagnosis.  

 I now knew that electricity was not flowing from one winding to the other for some reason, 

and that reason was definitely not the diode.  I decided that the next step was to see if I could trace 

where the power was being lost.  I plugged in the unit while it was not within the housing of the 

pump.  This was just the windings that you can see in the other pictures, and low and behold nothing 

happened.  I then turned my multimeter to the AC 200V setting and started testing.  The cord came 

out good, 112V flowing through, then the first winding was tested as good, and the diode showed 

that the same current was flowing to the second winding.  At this point I was getting frustrated until I 

tried to test the end of the second winding, and found that I received no current.  Now I was onto 

something.  I unplugged the unit and carefully checked over the winding where I found that the    

copper wire  had had a brake in it that was not apparent before. 

 I then took my soldering iron, and tinned the ends of the copper wire.  Tinning wire, is taking 

a small amount of solder and placing it around a wire to give yourself a better surface to work with.  I 

then placed a good amount of solder on the wire and connected them together.  After the solder 

cooled (a few seconds) I tried the pump out again, and low and behold the pump now worked.  All 

that was left was to place the winding back into the pump and to reseal it back together. 

 At the end of the day the fix did work, and all of our sponge filters are now working          

perfectly.  The only concern that I have left, is the strength of the solder bond that I used.  I expect 

that it will fail again in a relatively short amount of time (probably a month or two).  To correct the 

issue I would have to use a strong solder, or replace the copper winding on the one side. 

 Hopefully the next time someone has a problem with a pump, they can now at least look at 

it objectively and save some of their fish while they wait for a new pump to come in.  

Red Eared Slider  

hand painted by Kimberly Ball 

2015 BAP (Totals) 

Jason & Kimberly Ball 190 
Peter Reukraf  150 
Erik Jensen  125 
Donna Czarnecki 120 
Tom Heisler  110 
Chris Hardy  100 
Alexander Minko 80 
Chuck Mule  60 
Randy & Teri Seufert 45 
Bill Wroblewski  45 
Robert Fessler  40 
Kendra Crumb  25 
Chris Hardy  20 
Bill Duzen  15 
Dawn Domagala 10 
Sandra Karsst  10 
Tom Rizzo  10 
Jenny Walker  10 
John Williams  10 
Joseph De Carlo 5 
Bonnie Gifford  5 
Josh Vito  5 
 
BAP Chairmen 
 Tom Rizzo 
 Bill Wroblewski 

 

 

 

 

2015 HAP (Totals) 

Chuck Mule  155 
Christopher Hardy 135 
Jason & Kimberly Ball 105 
Donna Czarnecki 85 
Dawn Domagala 75 
Ed Osika  70 
Bill Wroblewski  70 
Randy & Teri Seufert 55 
Josh Vito  50 
Peter Reukauf  10 
 

HAP Chairmen 
Chuck Mule 
Bill Duzen 



Some Things Fishy - Issue 

 

 Members in Attendance: Mike C, Randy, Bill, Sophia, Tom R, Jack, Tom H, Larry, Donna, Peter 

 Meeting Commence: 7:35 PM 11/10/15 

 Jack talked about creating T-Shirts and idea for a regional shirt 

 Larry helped create Bowl Show categories for 2016 
 Jan: Arts and crafts/Photos/AOV (3 categories) 
 Feb: Livebearers/AOV 
 Mar: Killies/AOV 
 Apr: Awards Banquet—No Bowl Show 
 May: Catfish/Loach/AOV (3 categories) 
 June: Characins/AOV 
 July: Nano fish/AOV 
 Aug: NO MEETING 
 Sep: New World Cichlids/AOV 
 Oct: Old world Cichlids/AOV 
 Nov: Anabantids 
 Dec: Red Fish/Green Fish/AOV (3 categories) 

 Jack suggested we need a written budget managed by the board 

 Tom suggested we work on a budget for January.  Need Ed input. 

 Handbook missing ex-officio information, perhaps eliminate BAP/HAP that are not legal anymore. 

 Discusson on conventions motion from previous board meeting.  No decisions were made 

 Meeting Adjourned 9:23 PM 
 

Discus 

hand painted by  

Kimberly Ball 


