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SomeThingsFishy
Tropical  Fish Club of  Er ie  Count y

June 2016 

Club
Announcements

In March 2016 a request came though the 

Niagara Frontier Koi & Pond Club web site…

Reminder to all members - 
Memberships dues are due this 
month, they can be made at the 
monthly meeting, or by emailing 
tfcecchris@gmail.com to arrange for 
alternate payment methods if you 
cannot make the meetings. 

Dues are as follows:
Individual - $12
Family - $18
Junior - $6  

NEXT MEETING
Monthly - June Meeting
Friday June 17, 2016

Chicken Coop, VFW Post 8113, 299 
Leydecker Road in West Seneca.
@ 7:00
Program: Mike Culkowski
Bowl Show Categories: 
 Characins, AOV 
Mini-Auction, Raffle, Fishy-fishy

In March 2016 a request came though the Niagara Frontier Koi & Pond Club web site, from a 
local gentleman named Dominic. He was looking to rehome 3 koi fish that had outgrown his 
300 gallon tank in the dining room of his house.  

Dominic said that the fish were overwhelming his custom made filter system and wanted to 
sell them.  The club doesn’t purchase fish so, I offered to find them a good home with one of 
our club members and Dominic agreed. He was concerned for their health and knew they 
needed be moved into a large pond.

The acrylic tank that housed the fish was 24”L x 96”W x 36”H and had a custom filtration system 
that ran through floor and into the basement.  There were three fish to be moved: Moe (24”), 
Batman (26”), and Al (36”).  Al’s health and stress level during the move was a big concern to 
all of us.  
Dominic had purchased these koi 7 years ago from The Fish Place in North Tonawanda. They 
were 5 inches at the time and he fed them a high protein diet, twice a day.  As every fish keeper 
will do many nights, instead of turning on the tv, he would sit in front of the tank with his 
dinner and watch the fish.

by Dawn M. Domagala

Upcoming Events
TFCEC Annual Picnic
Sunday July 31, 2016
Sprague Brook Park shelter 3 
(same as last year)

TFCEC Swap Meet
Saturday Spetember 24, 2016

TFCEC Auction
Sunday November 13, 2016

Saving Al
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The purpose of the Tropical Fish Club of Erie County is 
to bring hobbyists of tropical fish and aquatic plants 
together, those who are interested in breeding,raising, 
showing, or just plain looking at fish and aquatic plants. 
Also to aid members through lectures, films and slide
presentations on different aspects of the tropical fish 
hobby.

The Tropical Fish Club of Erie County will send a copy of 
this newsletter to any club who sends us a copy of their 
publication.

Any article may be reprinted by another aquarium 
society, providing the source and author are given 
credit, and a copy of your publication is sent to
us. 

The Tropical Fish Club of Erie County, Inc., meets the third 
Tuesday* of the month at The Chicken Coop, VFW Post 
8113, 299 Leydecker Road, West Seneca NY. Meetings
start at 7:00PM. All are invited. 
*June 2016 meeting is a Friday

MEETINGS

PURPOSE

EXCHANGE POLICY

REPRINT POLICY

Club member, Tim Moller offered to pick up 
the fish and transport them to his 25,000 
gallon, 5’ deep pond in Elma. Gavin Warren 
and I offered to help with the move.  Tim 
placed a 150 gallon tub in the bed of his pick 
up. He screwed a piece of plexi-glass to the 
top and covered the entire tub with a drop 
net.  Dominic was kind enough to loan us his 
air pump for the journey.  

Dominic and Pam, his wife, were very 
concerned about the move and their first 
question to Tim when he pulled up was, “Can 
we see where they are going?  They have 
become loved pets for a retired couple”.  
They also have a dachshund as a pet, but all 
their fish were bigger than their dog.

The smallest fish Moe was easily caught by 
me with a sock net, and Tim helped place 
him in the tub. The truck was just outside the 
front door, so the move went quickly. Batman 

was the next fish and put up a little more 
of a struggle. She had never been handled 
before, but she made it into the tub without 
any problems.  The largest fish, Al barely fit in 
the net but struggled the least out of them 
all. Tim had guessed she weighed about 35 
to 40 pounds. We made the move quickly 
and got her in the tub. She was showing 
signs of stress, so we quickly began our 20 
minute drive from North Buffalo to Elma.    

Tim has a sprawling back yard and we were 
able to drive right up to his pond.  All the 
fish seemed calm and not thrashing around 
in the tub.  With Moe netted, Tim was able 
to put him directly into the pond, he began 
swimming around immediately. Batman 
struggled slightly while being netted, he 
was released into the pond and drifted 
towards the bottom. Al was netted without a 
struggle and when placed in the pond, sank 
to the bottom without moving.  

At this point, we were more stressed than the 
fish, with only one of the three swimming 
around.  We stood watching and waiting 
for the fish to move.  Then out of nowhere, 
Moe swam towards Batman and started 
to rub himself against her side until she 
slowly started to move forward and began 
swimming around.  Moe stayed at her side 
for a few laps around their new home. 

Al was still motionless at the bottom of the 
pond, then Moe began rubbing against 
her side, at last, she began to slowly move 
forward and swim around!  We let out a 
huge sigh of relief, Dominic had tears of joy 
in his eyes.  We did as fish people do; we 
watched Moe and his big girls swim freely 
around their new home as they discovered 
new things such as plants, lily pads, lots of 

smaller fish zipping around and frogs.  There 
is no doubt that they will be very happy in 
their new home, it was a stressful move for 
us all, but in the end, it all worked out.

Special Regular Meeting Day for June - Friday, June 17, 2016 7:00PM
Program by Mike Culkowski
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Chairman’s 
Message
 - Tom Rizzo

 triz316@verizon.net

I hope everyone enjoyed 
Jeremy’s talk last month. I’d 
like to thank everyone for 
being respectful to our guest.

Reminder June meeting 
moved to the third Friday 
June 17.

The club picnic is coming up, 
contact Teri to RSVP.
Many members will be 
attending the Akron show, 
swap and Auction on June 
11 and 12. You may recognize 
the auctioneer. Make the trip 
if you can.

Start planning for our swap 
meet September 24 and 
auction November 13.

Reminder 
June meeting 
is Friday June 
17, 2016.

Mike has been a Tropical Fish 
and Plant hobbyist for over 
35 Adult years and a few as a 
young kid with a Metaframe 
tank. He joined the Tropical 
Fish Club of Erie County over 
27 years ago after finding an 
ad for it in the TFH magazine 
and sending a letter to the 
President. That started it all. 
He started raising fish by 
turning in Guppies for BAP 
credit that had spawned, as 

have so many others, and 
continued getting many 
varieties of Livebearers, 
Catfish. Anabantids, and 
Cichlid fish to spawn and turn 
in their fry to encourage other 
hobbyists. His desire to keep 
getting new fish and plants 
led him to many auctions in 
Ohio, Pennsylvania and of 
course New York over all these 
years.  Just do not tell his wife 
how much he spent!

He has continued raising and 
selling fish and plants in his 
retirement, with very little 
profit, but lots of enjoyment.  
He continues his activity 
by raising fish and plants, 
participating by Speaking, 
Buying and Selling at auctions 
in 7 Tropical Fish Clubs he is a 
member of as well as over the 
Internet.

Saving Al - “...it was a stressful move for us all, 
but in the end, it all worked out”

Speaker Profile - Meeting June 17
 Mike Culkowski , AKA MIKESWETPETS or MIKESPLANTSANDFISH

Mike at the Global Pet Expo in Florida.
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Monthly Meeting Minutes 5/17/2016
Called to order 7:30pm by Tom Rizzo
Bill Wroblewski handed out awards to those people who were not in attendance 
at the awards banquet. 
Awards given for 2015

Membership: no new members.  Monthly meetings are averaging 60 attendees.
BAP: 14

HAP: 5
Ways & Means: Randy Seufert has reported receiving two donations
 
Newsletter Publication:  deadline is the 1st Tuesday of the Month
Library:  Bill Wroblewski sold 3 library books
New Business: Swap meet & shop hop announced on September 24th 10 am.
 • Russ Arnst & Maryann Baumgart reviewed clubs financial records and stated 
“everything is in order”

Old Business:  it was brought to my attention, that where was an error in last 
month’s secretary’s report, here is the correction:
• June: 17th FRIDAY meeting with presentation give by Mike Culkowski.  The 
meeting regularly scheduled on 3rd Tuesday has been moved to Friday 17th, 
for June only.

 • July 19th regular meeting at the coop.
 • JULY  31st picnic @ Sprague Brook Park starts @ 11am, bring a dish to pass
 • August: no regular meeting

Good of the Club:  Jeremy Bosh gave a great hour long presentation on his fish 
room and breeding catfish.  He also donated  several bags of fish.

Bill Wroblewski won door prize
Fishy/fishy was $42.50

BOD meeting 5/10/2016
Meeting called to order by President Tom Rizzo @ 7:20pm.

Attendees: Donna Reukauf, Peter Reukauf, Mike Culculkowski, Larry Gibbs, Jack 
Mullen, Tom Rizzo, Dawn Domagala.

New Business
 • September 24th  is the official date of Swap Meet & Shop Hop is 10am to 1 pm 
at Chicken Coop (Randy Seufert has booked room) $20 a table.
 • November 13th is purposed fall auction date (chicken coop is available)
 • Niagara Frontier Koi and Pond Club annual Pond Tour of the Southtowns is July 
16th and has invited the TFCEC to participate.
 • Niagara Frontier Koi and Pond Clubs annual fund raising auction is July 9th & 
10th at Arbordale Nurseries.

Old Business
 • Talked about the LED workshop
 • Clarified that members can post personal ads in classified section of newsletter 
if given to editor before 1st Tuesday of month deadline.
 • Talked about new fish stores opening and how to get the work out to club 
members where they are.
 • it was brought to my attention that where was an error in last month’s 
secretary’s report: 
 • Larry Gibbs, by executive order, has agreed to act as Vice President until 
elections in November
 • From June 2016 to May 2017 active members in good standing, can be 
reimburse once for attending any fish convention up to $35 per membership.  
With paid receipt (subject to verification by the BOD) submitted to Board within 
that time.

Meeting adjourned at 9:06pm

It’ll just be a minute 
- Dawn M. Domagala 

Presidents Award
Donna Reukauf
WAP
Writer’s Award
Chris Hardy
Chuck Mule
Donna Reukauf
Jason & Kimberly Ball
Jenny Walker
Josh Vito
Author’s Award
Donna Reukauf
Jason & Kimberly Ball
Jenny Walker
Josh Vito
Wordsmith Award
Jason & Kimberly Ball
Josh Vito
Aquarist of the Year
Donna Reukauf

HAP Beginning 
Aquatic Horticulturist
Dawn Domagala 
Aquatic Horticulturist
Jason & Kimberly Ball
Expert Aquatic 
Horticulturist
Christopher Hardy
Bill Wroblewski
Fish of theMonth
1.Peter Reukauf
2.Erik Jensen
3.Bill Wroblewski 
Any Other Variety
1.Bob Fessler
2.Bill Wroblewski
3.Peter Reukauf
BAP 
Novice Breeder
Erik Jensen
Senior Breeder
Peter Reukauf

Jason and Kimberly Ball
Advanced Breeder
Jason and Kimberly Ball
Target Fish
(Skiffia Francese)
Tom Heisler
Christopher Hardy
Donna Reukauf
Peter Reukauf
Jason and Kimberly Ball
Catfish (2 species)
Alexander Minko
Cichlid (6 species)
Donna Reukauf
Erik Jensen
Jason and Kimberly Ball
Livebearer (5 species)
Jason and Kimberly Ball
Donna Reukauf
Aquatic Animal
(5 species)
Jason and Kimberly Ball

Bowl Show results
Catfish
1.Randy Seufert*
2.Bob Fessler
3.Bill Wroblewski

Loaches
1.Bill Wroblewski

*people’s choice

AOV
1.Bill Wroblewski
2.Bob Fessler
3.Donna Reukauf



June  2016 - Tropical Fish Club of Erie County - www.tfcec.com 5

Classifieds

YOUR AD HERE: any club member in 
good standing can submit text ads with 
optional attached photo to the following 
email TFCECeditor@gmail.com

Live Black worm Group Order 
I am organizing a group order of live 
black worms from Eastern Aquatics. If 
you would like to get in on the order, I 
will be collecting order/money until the 
Wednesday before the next meeting. The 
worms will arrive and be delivered at the 
next meeting. 
Pricing: 
1lb. of worms $24.00 
0.5 lb. of worms $13.00 
0.25 lb. of worms $7.00

If you are interested or have questions, 
send me an email, josh.vito@gmail.
com,  or leave a voicemail/txtmsg on my 
phone. 716-208-5596 - Josh Vito

Used Book Sale
The BOD decided to sell the club library 
to benefit the individual members before 
we sell the remainder at a future event. $5 
per book, see Bill W. at the next meeting.

Bags for Sale
3x10x2mil $5.00/100
5x15x2mil $6.50/100 
6x16x2mil $6.75/100 
6x24x2mil $9.75/100 
8x15x2mil $8.50/100 
10x20x2mil $11.25/100 

De-capsulated Brine Shrimp Eggs $16.00 
per pound *Pricing subject to change
See Bill Duzen at the meeting

FISH ROOM FOR SALE 
I have TOO many tanks at my age. The 
picture is only a sample of 40 Breeder, 30, 
29s, 20 High and Longs,(Several) 10s, 5s,  
etc. And LOTS of equipment to go with 
them. 

I am looking for REASONABLE offers for 
any. No I am not quitting just cutting way 
back. Thanks folks. 

Mike Culkowski 
523-4928 or mike@mikeswetpets.com

  May 2016 FOM Catfish & People Choice Winner| Corydoras aenus  Randy & Terri Seifert - Photo: Josh Vito
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May 2016 Bowl Show 
Have something you want 
to share? Write an article or 
snap a photo of your prized 
aquatic. I’ll publish it in the 
monthly newsletter. 

Email your article with 
separately attached images to 

TFCECeditor@gmail.com

Fish of the Month -  Catfish
 1. Corydoras Aenus - Randy & Terri Seifert (p.5)
 2. Royal Pleco - Bob Fessler
 3. Synodontis Catfish - Bill Wroblewski

Any Other Variety
 1. Electric Blue Arcara - Bill Wroblewski
 2. Philapine Angel - Bob Fessler
 3. Blue Crayfish - Donna Reukauf

Fish of the Month -  Loaches
 1. Zebra Loach - Bill Wroblewski

People Choice
Corydoras Aenus - Randy & Terri Seifert (p.5)

Photos: Josh Vito and Chris Hardy
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Writers Award Program   (WAP)
2016 WAP Totals (as of March 2016)
                                   
Donna Czarnecki  90 pts
Jim Krywalski  60 pts
Jason & Kimberly Ball 50 pts
Josh Vito  50 pts

Horticultural Award Program   
Submissions for May 2016

Bill & Liz Duzen: Anubias barteri -Flowering 20 pts.                                   
Chuck Mule: Drosera binata - Flowering 15 pts
 Drosera spatulata - Flowering 15 pts
 Pinguicula caerulea - Flowering 10 pts
 Pinguicula lutea - Flowering 10 pts

 

At the Chicken Coop, 299 Leydecker Road,  

West Seneca, NY 14224 

Swap Meet setup 8am -10am  

Swap Meet 10am – 2pm        

Free and open to the Public 
Table Rental    $20.00 for 1 table 2 for $35.00  
 Reserve early as space is limited Sold on First Come first served basis. 
Sell Aquarium Related Items:  Fish, Aquatic Plants, Tanks, equipment, books, magazines, foods, 
decorations, collectibles 
For rules and registration forms contact Randy Seufert  tfcprez2@aim.com or (716)649-9165 
Or check out website at   http://tropical-fish-club-of-erie-county.com 

 

POND TOUR
& PICNIC 2016

Southtowns
of WNY

Picnic at last stop
need not be a

member to attend, 
see Dawn for details

NIAGARA FRONTIER KOI & POND CLUB

presented by

July 16   Saturdayth

NIAGARA FRONTIER KOI & POND CLUB

presented by

hosted by cash only
AUCTION @ 1 pm

July 10   Sunday
9am-4pm

th

July 9   Saturday
9am-5pm

th

speakers - demonstrations - basket raffels - food

demonstrations - basket raffels - food

The members of the Niagara Frontier Koi & 
Pond Club would like to invite the Tropical 
Fish Club of Erie County to our annual pond 
tour and picnic July16th, 2016! 

This year all ponds visited will be in the 
Southtowns of WNY.  If you are interested 
in showing your pond or would like to tour 
5 to 7 ponds with a catered picnic at the 
end in Cheektowaga, please contact Dawn 
Domagala dawnmd@gmail.com for more 
details. 



PetDine LLC 

Cobalt International 

Cichlid News 

Rolf C. Hagen Corp 

Zoo Med 

Aqua Ultraviolet 

United Pet Group 

Sera Corp. 

Ecological Laboratories Inc. 

ORA 

The Fish Guy 

Mystic Blue Aquarium

The Fish Place

Thank you to our club sponsors!

Tropical Fish Club of Erie County

TFCEC
c/o Randy Seifert
5725 Herman Hill Road
Hamburg, NY 14075

June 2016 -  Vol 29 Issue 6 
Special Regular Meeting Day for June
Friday, June 17, 2016
Program by Mike Culkowski

The meeting will be held at the usual location, The 
Chicken Coop, VFW Post 8113, 299 Leydecker Road, 
West Seneca NY. Meetings start at 7PM.


